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We devised a training programme over the two years to educate the team on Froebel’s principles as well as members of staff undertaking forest school training. The Froebel training was 
essentially about pedagogy and supporting staff to understand the history of their practice and to understand how we still use many of Froebel’s principles today. 

This document captures our learning journey over two years. Photographs and observations demonstrate the ways in which we have incorporated a Froebelian approach to improve our 
understanding of what is important to children.  

We use individual ‘special books’ to document children's learning experiences over time at Oliver Thomas Nursery School, with a particular focus on Froebel, his pedagogy and principles.  
These are used by children, parents and inspectorates to review learning.  

The special books are multi-functional: they offer children a chance to look back and remember their learning; they offer parents an account of children’s time at nursery school and 
interpretations of play and learning with decisions about what children might need next to move them forward; they offer inspectors an insight into the school day and our curriculum 
offer and how children learn and develop and progress; and perhaps the real focus of this project was for the staff. The special books enable staff to really think about the learning; 
they can question and ask: ‘Why this, why now?’ and really think about children’s interests through close observation, deciding what they might offer the child next to move them 
forward using their interests as a starting point. 

The team were really able to combine their own pedagogical knowledge of Froebel which they got from staff meetings and Froebelian tutors with children’s play and exploration, 
seeing for themselves first hand, the principles in action. The weaving of Froebel into the special books was the main measureable outcome of the project, the product. The process 
was more intangible with Froebel’s ideas being absorbed into educator’s daily, weekly practice and thinking. 

I have included a snapshot to illustrate the above and I shall go through them one at a time: 

1. Songs and Rhymes became a big focal point at our nursery school and the team learned about how much emphasis Froebel placed on this through his Mother Songs. For us it is 
especially important because singing and music are so inclusive. The slide demonstrates the use of songs and rhymes with a non-verbal child and how it became accessible for her 
through the use of sign and pictorial exchange. 

2. Froebel understood the importance of songs and rhymes creating a sense of community and the value of a shared musical experience. This slide demonstrates this and is especially 
important for children with SEND who are non-verbal to be able to initiate a large group experience through their choice of song. 

3. & 4. & 5. Our curriculum is based on the ‘20 Things to do before you are 5’ which were developed and created by the whole Oliver Thomas community are all nature based and 
reflect Froebel’s ideas around children spending time outside in the natural world. We can see from the slide that the child is experimenting with her shadow through a familiar 
song and is beginning to understand the relationship between her movements and the shadow in front of her. Slide 4 captures another of the 20 Things: walking barefoot in the 
sand. This time, the practitioner includes a small explanation about Froebel’s ideas and how this learning links to his pedagogy. The project is really taking off as educators begin 
tomake these links in children’s special books. Slide 5 captures the wonder of snow another of our 20 Things to do before you are 5. Experiencing snow can sometimes be pretty 
rare so we really took advantage of it that year and many children who had never experienced the snow really got an idea of it through direct experiences – sledging down our hill 
was a real favourite! 

6. & 7. The team all knew about children and blocks but not that the idea around them originated with Froebel. Slide 6 demonstrates the use of the small blocks. They are accessible to 
all abilities so those with SEND who are non-verbal can learn as much as those who are verbal. The focus and concentration we can see on the face of the child as she balances and 



carefully places each brick on top of another. she is developing her mathematical thinking – she chooses flat surfaces for each brick knowing that only these will balance on top of 
each one. Slide 7 captures a more able child representing her own home experiences through the larger community bricks. 

 

8.  Again this is the value of block play in action with the child using the large bricks and building structures. She then goes on to construct using different materials by making     
her aeroplanes out of paper. 

9. This child is very motivated and has spent a lot of time exploring block play. It makes sense to follow her interests into another area that Froebel was especially interested in: 
Woodwork. We bought a woodwork bench and began to find out how children learn using it. The special book pages capture the vast amount of learning happening and how right 
this next step was for this particular child. 

10. She was creative and wanted to build structures and create forms – the next step was clay – another of Froebel’s occupations. Both the woodwork insert and the clay include simple 
explanations of the Froebelian pedagogy. The team were really understanding this now and all have a shared understanding of best practice and how our early years ethos weaves so 
closely to Froebel and his educational theories. 

11. & 12. We have children who qualify for early years pupil premium. This is a deprivation index and those children have a small amount of funding attached to them. We plan the spend 
and what we are going to do to support those children. We decided to use Froebel’s occupations as a starting point and have small group sessions for those children who qualified. 
Slide 11 & 12 capture what happened and how the educators recorded it for the special books and what the children learned. It meant we were able to develop our garden too, so 
that the plants were relevant to the children and linked in with one of our 20 Things: Plant a seed. So our garden became rich and varied full of different herbs, vegetables and plants. 
Our songs and rhymes curriculum continued with staff understanding Froebel’s thinking around the Mother Songs and how important music and singing is for very young children. 

13. We incorporate songs into every day classroom routines with maths as a focus. Froebel as we know, really valued songs and rhymes as part of a child’s early development and the 
team have developed a set of traditional nursery rhymes to deliver across the nursery school. We have developed a ‘song choice board’ to complement the songs so that children with 
language and communication difficulties can request a song using a pictorial exchange system, learning each song and it’s picture match supports this and by the end of the year, all 
children are able to use this independently. This particular song also has props attached: 5 Currant Buns which also support children’s learning of the song and the mathematical 
concepts associated with it. 

14. The team learned how to link our 20 things curriculum with Froebel and are able to make the links clear for parents and children and all stakeholders looking at progress and learning 
in children’s special books. They become a window into the classrooms, into how and what children learn and here we can see the simple forms of nature bringing children together 
in a shared experience, a form of being which Froebel recognised as being so valuable. 

 
This report offers a brief look at how the Froebel grant impacted our whole team at Oliver Thomas nursery school, and how improving team understanding had a positive impact on 
children’s learning. We now have an embedded shared understanding of our own pedagogy underpinned by Froebel’s practice and principles. In our July 2024 OFSTED inspection we were 
commended for having a strong and excellent professional development program with staff able to articulate Froebel’s understanding of small children and relate it to their own practice 
today. The research projects undertaken around Froebel and his occupations have continued, furthering our understanding and practice, embedding his ideas and making them our own. 
We received the ‘Outstanding’ grade this July and I am sure that part of our success is and will continue to be our dedication to Froebel and his ideas and principles. 

I would like to thank the Froebel Trust for investing in our project and hopefully you can see the impact and how positive the involvement of yourselves has been for our team and 
therefore our children at Oliver Thomas Nursery School. 

Lorna Prynne, Head Teacher 
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