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Through the Scottish Context 
(Extract from: Green, 2021)

Within our Scottish Government Practitioner Guidance, RtA (2020) space is a key 
factor  which holistically interconnects and works alongside interactions and 
experiences. Additionally, it discusses each of the elements ςspace, experiences 
and interactions ςas being part of the environment in terms of more than the 
ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ άan unhurried environment allows me time to 
ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŎŀǘŎƘŜǎ Ƴȅ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊǳǎƘŜŘέ(Education 
Scotland, 2020:31). 

.ǊǳŎŜ όнлнмύ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΣ άǿƘŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ όǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Řƻύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
educationέ ό.ǊǳŎŜΣ нлнмΥмпнύΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ .ǊǳŎŜ ŀǎǎŜǊǘǎΣ άōŜƎƛƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊ ƛǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 
ōŜΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜέ (Bruce 2021:143). Furthermore, Bruce reiterates that άǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘŜŦƛŎƛǘέ (Bruce, 2021:144). When exploring this principle through the Scottish context, our 
practitioner guidance ςRealising the Ambition, Being Me (RtA) (Education Scotland, 2020) ςŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ άstarting with 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘέ ό9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΣ нлнлΥсрύΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ άōŀǎƛŎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎέ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
άwŜǎǇƻƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ LƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ child-centred pedagogy in practiceέ ό9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΣ нлнлΥ соύΦ Lǘ 
ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴƻǿ ǘŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ 9ŀǊƭȅ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƛƴ CǊƻŜōŜƭΩǎ 
ideasέ ό9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΣ нлнлΥмлнύΦ 
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Professional Reading and Webinar Provided to all 
Project Leads to share within their Teams  

Please find the  Literature: Chapter 9and link below to provide our reading and in addition a webinar from 
!ƭƛǎƻƴ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ άǎƭƻǿ ǇŜŘŀƎƻƎȅέ ό/ƭŀǊƪΣ нлнлΣ нлнмύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ 
resource to explore
Please access the literature link for a free download
Chapterф Ψ¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ 9/9/ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩ ǇǇΦмоп-150 in Transforming Early Childhood in England, edited 
by Claire Cameron and Peter Moss.
https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/128464

Froebel Trust Conference: Webinar2021: Growing through play(06.03.2021)
Slow Knowledge and the Unhurried Child: Time for Slow Pedagogies in Early Childhood Education.
Speaker: Alison Clark (University of South East Norway)
https://www.froebel.org.uk/training-and-resources/webinars-and-short-films
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Friedrich Froebel 
advocated,άǘƘŜ 
child should, from 
the verytime of 
birth, be viewed 
in the accordance 
with his 
nature, treated 
correctly, and 
given thefree, all-
sided use of 
hisǇƻǿŜǊǎέ 
(Froebel,1908:21).

The Froebelian Principles can support, guide and 
reflect and always go back to the literature. Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



Making links to Slow Pedagogy  

ÅCalming 

atmosphere

ÅSpace 

ÅTime 

ÅUnhurried 

ÅPlace ςsense 

of belonging

ά!ƴ ǳƴƘǳǊǊƛŜŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ 
me time to concentrate on 
whatever catches my attention 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊǳǎƘŜŘέ ό9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
Scotland, 2020:31). 

¢ƘŜ άŎƘƛƭŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ 
motivations towards leading their own
learning through their actions. 
This in turn helps them build theories 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳέ 
(Education Scotland, 2020:68). 

άΧ.ƻǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŦǊƻƳ
something, freedom from rote learning 
and freedom from inappropriate 
teaching led Froebel to a more positive 
notion of freedom, namely freedom for 
children to participate, to choose, to act, 
to observe, to play and above all to be 
allowed time to absorb new knowledge 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦέ
[ƛŜōǎŎƘƴŜǊΣ WΦ όмффнύ ! /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ²ƻǊƪΥ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ
ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ CǊƻŜōŜƭΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ
practice. Cambridge: Lutterworth Press, 66.
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Samples of significant qualitative findings to inform 
thinking  

tǊŀŎǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊ  ά!ƴ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜ-evaluate how 
rushed our mealtimes were and look at ways to slow it down. Freedom for children to 
ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀōǎƻǊō ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ [ƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƪŜȅΦέ

tǊŀŎǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊ ά Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ 
the child and not interrupt their play." 

tŀǊŜƴǘ ά L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦέ

tŀǊŜƴǘ ά Lǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƘŜǊ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊΦΦΦέ

/ƘƛƭŘ ά [ƻƻƪ Ƙƻǿ ƘƛƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ ƛǎΣ ƛŦ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀΦ IŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅ ƴƻǿέ
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Our Project Aim
This aim of this project is to examine: Implementing Slow Pedagogy in Early Learning and 
Childcare through Froebelian Principled Practicewhere the following practitioner enquiry 
questionswill be asked in each project setting.

мΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ Ψǎƭƻǿ ǇŜŘŀƎƻƎȅΩΚ 

нΦ CǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ψǎƭƻǿ ǇŜŘŀƎƻƎȅΩ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ 9[/Κ 

3. In what ways do children in your setting have the freedom to decide how, where and when to spend their 
time?

4. Through observing and reflecting your Froebelian principled practice, in what way does this connect to slow 
pedagogy?

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



Research Question 1 

What is your understanding 
to the  Concept of Slow 

Pedagogy?

Each setting made this 
personal to their project e.g., 
concept of slow pedagogy in 
and with nature or through 

Marvellous Mealtimes 
specific to their project focus 

What do our findings show us?

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



Each ELC Settings Collated a collective Response to Research 
Question One: 

1: What is your understanding to the  Concept of Slow Pedagogy?

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



¢ƘŜ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ {ƭƻǿ tŜŘŀƎƻƎȅΥ tǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΧΧ

Key points/findings:
ÅValue based 
Å9ƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿΦ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ 

further appreciation of the past to inform the present and 
although the future is important so is the present.
ÅTime: is time filled or is it freed?
ÅPace: self regulation/ hurried or unhurried who sets the 

pace. 
ÅPlace: sense of belonging 
ÅSpace: ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭŜƴǎ
Å Freedom: exploring this further through the Froebelian 

concept of Freedom with Guidance 
Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



Exploring Collective Concepts of Slow Pedagogy linking with 
Froebelian Principles

ÅSlow knowledge is value driven and recognises the 
importance of time, place and space for every child whilst 
enabling them to make connections, reflect on their own 
thoughts and ideas. Where adults are present and value being 
which enables rich observations and attuning to 

ÅKnowledgeable, nurturing adults embrace slow, deep and 
mindful learning experiences that support creativity, 
investigation, conversations, listening and encouragement of 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭΣ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
nurturing interactions naturally. 

ÅUnfolding learning and development in a holistic way that 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ 
interests and build capacity of knowledge with real life 
experiences and play, drawing on the concept of freedom with 
guidance.
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Research Question 1 

Question 2: From your 
understanding, what 
ŘƻŜǎ Ψǎƭƻǿ ǇŜŘŀƎƻƎȅΩ 

practice look like in ELC? 

Each setting made this 
personal to their project e.g., 
concept of slow pedagogue in 
and with Nature or through 

Marvellous Mealtimes specific 
to their project focus 

What are our findings telling us? 

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



Question 2: Each setting collated their own 
responses:
CǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ Ψ{ƭƻǿ 
tŜŘŀƎƻƎȅΩ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ 9[/Κ

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ Ψǎƭƻǿ ǇŜŘŀƎƻƎȅΩ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ 9[/Κ
A collection of key findings in response to research question 2

Key words used, 3 x settings: 
Time, Space, Pace, Freedom, Choice, Respect, Trust, Listen, Learning, Play, Real Life,

Å Children are given time and space to explore at their own pace.
I have Time and Space to explore at my own Pace.

Å Freedom to return to and revisit their prior learning.
I have the Freedom to return to and revisit my prior Learning.

Å Children can direct their own learning through exploration and personal space.
I can direct my own learning through exploration and personal Space.

Å Children use their senses to explore the natural world and can create their own wonder and curiosity.
I use my senses to explore the natural world and I can create my own wonder and curiosity.

Å Staff are mindful of seeing what a child can do and starting from there.
L ƭƛƪŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŀǇǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘƻΣ Ƴȅ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
focus however, the here and now is important to me.Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ Ψǎƭƻǿ ǇŜŘŀƎƻƎȅΩ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ 9[/Κ 
CƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǾŀƭǳŜ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŀǊǾŜƭƭƻǳǎ aŜŀƭǘƛƳŜǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ 
and is causing a ripple effect 

Å Staff spend time with the children, role modelling, listening, observing and engaging in meaningful conversation which 
support the element of building positive relationships and attuning to each individual child.

I like when adults Listen to me, Talk to me, Show me and Watch me as I build positive Relationships with people who Value, 
Trust andRespect me. I also like that adults Learn from Me and think about what that Means to Me.

Å The rhythm of the day focuses on each individual child enabling freedom of time and pace opposed to being rushed 
ŀƴŘ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΦ  9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ

I have the right to make Choicesin relation to where, when andhow I spend my Timeand who with throughout My Day. 
I have the right to access sensitive, nurturing knowledgeable adultswho Embrace Learning Together and Caring for Me. 

Å9ƴŀōƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƻƪŜƴƛǎǘƛŎΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
experiences through real life and play support learning, deep engagement, opportunities to wallow, be curious and 
creative in all aspects of place in the Early Years Community, in nature and beyond.

I have the right to be involved in Real life experiences and Playto support my learning and understanding of my world.

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



What does this Project Mean to Me?
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What 
Matters 
to Me?

Dear Lee, 

It was lovely to join the Little Stars room today and see you at snack time.                                                 

You were doing lots of pointing to decide what you wanted to eat from the snack table when self-serving 

ȅƻǳǊ ŦƻƻŘΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ άōǊŜŀŘǎǘƛŎƪǎέ άŎƘŜŜǎŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƴƻŘŘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ !ƭƭŀƴŀ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǇŜŀǊ. 

You independently carry your plate and select a seat at the table.                                                                                       

I noticed you are learning to use the food tongs to pick up your food and Allana was giving you a little help 

with this. You have fantastic skills as you managed to pour your milk from the jug into your cup. At times I 

noticed you like to dip some of your food into the milk before eating it. This was similar to what you did with 

the breadsticks as you liked to dip them into the soft cheese prior to eating.

Whilst at the table one of your friends said she likes crackers and you replied, άL ƭƛƪŜ ŎǊŀŎƪŜǊǎ ǘƻƻέΦ When you 

had finished all the food on your plate, I noticed you held your plate up to show Allana and then you finished 

drinking your milk before putting your cup away then returned to put your plate away.

Allana said would you like me to help with washing your hands and face and you said, άL Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦέ ŀƴŘ 

off you went to the sink and got your hands all washed.

It was very interesting to see that after snack you went on to play and lots of food came into your play. First 

ȅƻǳ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ŀǊŜŀ άLΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƭƻƭƭȅ ǇƻǇέ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άƭƛŎƪ ƭƛŎƪέ 

άƳƻǊŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀŘŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōƭƻŎƪ άōƛƎƎŜǊΣ ƭƛŎƪ ƭƛŎƪέΦ ¸ƻǳ ǘƘŜƴ Ǉǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ 

ǘƻ aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ άLΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǇƻǇŎƻǊƴέΦ

It was lovely to join you at snack time and play Lee, thank you.

Love from 

Donna
Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ [ŜŜΩǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
What Matters to Me? through Froebelian the Principled lens

UNITY & CONNECTEDNESS: Lee is making connections and learning how everything is interconnected in his real-life experiences and his 

play is supporting this. 

THE VALUE OF CHILDHOOD IN ITS OWN RIGHT: Valuing the current here and now experiences with Lee. 

RELATIONSHIPS MATTER: Significant Adults, Peers , Referencing ςHome ςmum.

CREATIVITY & THE POWER OF SYMBOLS: Using the blocks as symbolic representation ςlolly pop, popcorn.

THE CENTRAL IMPORTANCE OF PLAY: Transferring the real experience of lunch into play - making sense of his world through play.

9bD!DLbD ²L¢I b!¢¦w9Υ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŜΦƎΦ ά/ŀǊǊƻǘǎέ άL ƭƻǾŜ ŎŀǊǊƻǘǎέ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻve 
possibly through grow your own: Considerations and possibilities to explore: Dollar Park currently have  carrots in the walled garden 
maybe the community gardens at Larbert HS may have some? This could provide rich first-hand experiences. Buying carrots at the local 
shop. Preparing the carrots for snacks/lunches 

KNOWLEDGEABLE AND NURTURING EDUCATORS: Building capacity of slow pedagogy and Froebelian Principlesalong with observationto 
inform a personalisedstarting with the child approach which attunes to Lee and gives the respect and value of a reciprocal relationship.

AUTONOMOUS LEARNERS: Staff are identifying how to enable autonomywith Lee through the Marvellous Mealtime experience (snack) 
to which he is clearly seeking ςάL Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǘ ōȅ ƳȅǎŜƭŦέ ςindependence, confidence and self-esteem ςare all flourishing through these 
opportunities to enable Lee to participate and his perceptionsto be truly valued.

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



Question 3:
In what ways 
do children in 
your setting 
have the 
freedom to 
decide how, 
where and 
when to spend 
their time? 

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



Tovey stresses an important element to the 

freedom with guidance concept within our 

Froebelian approach ïñfree movement, free 

choice and self-activity are importanté 

however, these should be within a framework 

of guidance in which the role of the adult is 

crucialò (Tovey, 2017:3). 

hƴŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎΩǎ ŘŀǘŀΥ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
beginning of the project 

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



Unravelling the concept 
ƻŦ ΨCǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǿƛǘƘ 
DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΩ

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



What supports and 
informs our thinking 

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



Question 4:
When reflecting through observation, in 
what way does your Froebelian principled 
practice connect to slow pedagogy? 

ά{ƭƻǿ ǇŜŘŀƎƻƎȅ ƭƛƴƪǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
our FroebelianPrinciples, Froebel recognised the 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎautonomyand them having the 
freedom of choice over their own lives. They complement 
ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭέ(Project setting Practitioner).

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



When reflecting through observation, in 
what way does your Froebelian principled 
practice connect to slow pedagogy? 

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



Engaging with Nature

Growing ourown food

άCǊƻŜōŜƭ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ōŜŀǳǘȅΣ 
ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭƭƛǘȅέ ό.ǊǳŎŜΣ нлнмΥмм Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



Connecting real life into play 
experiences

Unity and Connectedness

άCǊƻŜōŜƭ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘέ ό.ǊǳŎŜΣ 
нлнмΥмфύ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άCǊƻŜōŜƭΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ 
Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƭƛǎǘƛŎ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎέ ό.ǊǳŎŜΣ нлнмΥооύΦ Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



Creativity and the Power of Symbols 
and The Central Importance of Play

Using objects to 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŦƻƻŘ

Using creative 
ways to enable 
children to 
revisit and 
bring nature 
back to the 
setting 
indoors.

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



Knowledgeable, Nurturing Educators

Knowledgeable responsive 
adults who 
support independence, 
confidence and self-esteem 
byŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
interests and choice.

Additionally, the Curriculum for 
Excellence (CfE) (Scottish Government, 
нлмлύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
natural disposition to wonder, to be 
ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎΧ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ 
ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΧέΣ 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅ άǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ 
at the centre and leading the curriculum 
as opposed to the curriculum leading 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘέ ό{ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ 
2012:30). 

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel



Relationships Matter
The relationships of every child with themselves, theirparents, carers, family and wider community are valued.Relationships are of 
ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘϥǎ ƭƛŦŜ

Donna Green: Falkirk Froebel


