Froebel: Gifts for our Future 14
Being and Belonging

“Even as a child, every human being should be viewed and treated as a necessary, essential
member of humanity...” (Froebel in Brehony, 2001:16-17).

Saturday 8™ November 2025
John Mclintyre Centre, The University of Edinburgh, Pollock Halls, 18 Holyrood Park, Edinburgh, EH16 5AY

Conference Programme

9:30 Registration and refreshments

10:00 Welcome to the conference — Jane Whinnett, MBE, Edinburgh Froebel Network
Dr Sacha Powell, CEO Froebel Trust.

10:30 Keynote 1 — Catriona Gill
Seeing, Unfolding and Flourishing: A Froebelian approach to inclusion and belonging

11:20 Coffee

11:55 AM Seminars
A: Slow Pedagogy. What is the offer for every child? — Holyrood (AM)
B: Playing with Power: How a Froebelian approach can support anti-racism and decolonisations —
Duddingston
C: Reflection with Guidance to Get it Right for Every Child — Pentland
D: A sense of belonging in new and established communities — Salisbury
E: Using Froebelian principles to support children and young people with complex additional
support needs beyond ELC — Prestonfield (AM)

13:00 Lunch

14:00 PM Seminars
A: Slow pedagogy. What is the offer for every child? — Prestonfield (PM)
B: Playing with power: How a Froebelian approach can support anti-racism and decolonisations —
Duddingston
C: Reflection with Guidance to Get it Right for Every Child — Holyrood
D: A sense of belonging in new and established communities — Salisbury
E: Using Froebelian principles to support children and young people with complex additional
support needs beyond ELC — Pentland (PM)

15:05 Keynote 2 — Rachna Joshi
Becoming Who We Are: Ripple effects through relationships and time

15:45 Closing remarks — Jane Whinnett, MBE.
16:00 Close.

Please attend your seminar at the allocated time — spaces are limited due to room capacities.
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Speaker Biographies

Catriona Gill is a trustee of the Froebel Trust, tutor on the University of Edinburgh Froebel in Early
Childhood Practice course and part of the Edinburgh Froebel Network. She works as an Education
Officer with Education Scotland, supporting quality and improvement in early years (0-8).

From 2016-2021, she was Headteacher of Greengables Nursery School and Family Centre in Edinburgh,
where pedagogy was rooted in Froebelian principles. Known for her research and professional learning
in block play, as well as wider aspects of early childhood practice, she has contributed chapters to The
Bloomsbury Handbook to Friedrich Froebel and Putting Storytelling at the Heart of Early Childhood
Practice.

Catriona is undertaking a Doctorate of Education at the University of Strathclyde, exploring Froebel’s
concept of unity in contemporary unit block play, through a new materialist lens.

Rachna Joshi is a teacher and writer. She works with children from birth to five and their families.
Rachna is an endorsed Froebel Travelling Tutor for the Froebel Trust and a member of the education
subcommittee. She is trustee of Second Hand Dance, a disabled-led, children’s dance company.

Her passion for early childhood education led her to complete an MA in Early Childhood Studies at
University of Roehampton in 2020. Her interest in this field continues to develop in these specific
areas: children’s development of identity, the way children interact with others through movement
and dance, anti-racist practice and social justice within educational contexts.

Seminars
A: Slow Pedagogy. What is the offer for every child?
Donna Green and Shirley Couser, Falkirk Council

B: Playing with Power: How a Froebelian approach can support anti-racism and decolonisations
Simon Bateson, Edinburgh with words from Shaddai Tembo, Bath

C: Reflection with Guidance to Get it Right for Every Child
Sally Cave, Headteacher; Tess Dean, Assistant Headteacher and SENCo; Angharad Gilmore, Teacher,
Guildford Nursery School and Family Centre.

D: A sense of belonging in new and established communities

Sharon Imray, Poppies Preschool, Laurencekirk, Aberdeenshire - A sense of belonging- recognising the
importance of being truly inclusive: The Princess Boy, “no more boys and girls”

Janaki Wood, Race Equality and Minority Achievement Team, Surrey

Supporting a Froebelian sense of belonging, equity and inclusion for children and families seeking
asylum through the occupation of cooking

E: Using Froebelian principles to support children and young people with complex additional support
needs beyond ELC

Catriona Campbell, Glasgow - Using Froebelian principles to support children and young people with
complex additional support needs beyond ELC

Caitlin Thomlinson, Glasgow - Block Play, My Way: Block building behaviours of primary school pupils
with additional support needs
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IHE UNIVERSITY of EDINBURGH
CONFERENCES AND EVENTS

John McIntyre Conference Centre

John Mcintyre Conference Centre, Pollock Halls, 18 Holyrood Park Road, Edinburgh
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Conference and events Email
T +44 (0) 131 651 2189 events@ed.ac.uk
Acccommodation enquiries Visit
T +44 (0) 131 651 2007 uoecollection.com
F +44 (0) 131 667 7271
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